subject of three papers (IV, IX, XIII) which deal with the Alphabetical Dioscorides (the Latin translation which superseded the earliest Latin version), the even more popular PseudoDioscoridean Ex herbis femininis (sixth century), with a listing of its 71 herbal entries, and Byzantine commentaries post-dating the celebrated Anicia Juliana of AD 512 which offer more modest but qualitatively superior medical and botanical scholia to those on the Latin text of the De materia medica. Individual treatises studied are the Medicinae ex oleribus et pomis of the third- One imagines that the factors facilitating co-operation in the pre-1800 era were the vast distances involved, the sparseness of settlement, and the paucity of professional practitioners. It is surely these same factors that also explain the fact that early colonial America did not, on the whole, see the radical split and antagonism between regulars and quacks so prominent in Europe. That is hardly surprising in a situation in which the majority of healers had, perforce, to be jacks-of-all-trades, and often to move about the country, in search of their patients. In 'Itinerant physicians, healers, and surgeon dentists in New England and New York', Peter Benes fascinatingly demonstrates that razzmatazz quackery hardly developed before the rapid expansion of commerce, advertising, communications and the press after the 1740s. Benes also shows that, at least up to the War of Independence, many of the showbiz-style quacks were paying brief visits to Europe, including the pioneer electro-therapist and sex-therapist, James Graham.
In one final way, this volume documents the different course taken by New World medicine, by exploring the intimate links between healing, holiness-and business! American religious sects, it is well known, continually begat new medical doctrines, including the powerful Thomsonian movement. What is less well known, though intriguingly revealed in two absorbing papers on the Shakers (David Richards' 'Medicine and healing among the Maine Shakers, 1784-1854', and Margaret Moody Stier's 'Blood, sweat and herbs: health and medicine at the Harvard Shaker community, 1820-1855') is the development of the manufacture and sale of medicinal herbs as an early form of highly profitable agri-business.
Now that pre-industrial community healing practices are being better understood, it is time that their comparative history was more fully explored, so that common elements and local diversities can be appreciated. It is on the basis of admirable collections of research papers like Medicine and healing that it will soon be possible to investigate such parallels. Metchnikoff, Oudin, etc.) up to the establishment of the French School of molecular biology (Wollman, Jacob, Monod, and Lwoff). Perhaps the most exciting event at this meeting was the round table encouraged by the Nobel Prize winner Daniel Bovet on the history of the discovery of sulfamides by Jacques and Therese Trefouel, Federico Nitti and Bovet himself ('Le laboratoire de chimie therapeutique, de l'arsenic aux sulfamides'). The last part (chs. 14-19), 'Les prolongements de l'oeuvre pasteurienne dans le tiers monde', puts the emphasis on overseas colonial branches of the Institute (Australia, China, Africa, Rio de Janiero), these being the least known and main novelty of its work. In no particular chronological order, the authors use instructive episodes in the Institute's history to provide new insights on the Pasteurian legacy. This timely book is written in the belief that the history of this humanitarian and scientific institution is of great importance and that this endeavour should not be seen as its full history. It will appeal to all those concerned with the bio-bibliographic resources of the history of leading contemporary biomedical research institutions. Javier Mazana, Seminario de Historia de la Ciencia, Zaragoza L'image et la science, Actes du 115e Congres national des Societes Savantes, Avignon, 1990, Colloques du C.T.H.S. 8, Paris, Editions du Comite des Travaux Historiques et Scientifiques, 1992, pp. 425, illus., FF 400.00 (2-7355-0263-5) .
In 1990 the annual French national congress of learned societies was held in Avignon; its theme was 'Images in science and science in images', and this volume prints 28 papers that were presented there. They are diverse in content and uneven in quality, even by the usual standards of conference volumes: given the theme, it is astonishing that some papers are entirely textual, and many others sparsely illustrated. The papers are arranged by subject: five on geographical topics, five on
